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I am so glad to be filling in for Bob Welk this month and doing one

last President’s Message.  I did not have the opportunity to publicly thank all

of the DMPA board members who were so supportive during my presidential

term; my back-up, president-elect, Bob Welk, Jeff Royal, treasurer, and secre-

taries, Greg Heine and Peg Gibbs.  B. J. Reed has always had the answer when

it comes to solutions for neighborhood problems.  Bill Kelly has worked dili-

gently to acquire the funds to complete the refinishing of 360 light poles.

Peter Manhart and Dan Rock organized the funding to plant and scheduled the

maintenance of our iconic flower baskets while Millie Miller recruited the vol-

unteers to plant 475 flower baskets.  Elizabeth McNichols handled the endless

task of DMPA memberships. Ellen Shurson has published a timely and

informative newsletter each and every month.  Jack Kubat recruited volunteers

to staff a booth for the Association at the Restore Omaha conference.  Adam

and Heike Langdon coordinated efforts for a successful Dumpster Day and

Raquel Ahlvers, Ellen Zinn and Gene Ray organized our annual Garage Sale

weekend. Dave Schinzel, legislative representative to Gwen Howard, has been

our representative to the Midtown Neighborhood Association and kept us

apprised of the liquor license issues this last year. Bill Stott has kept us up-to-

date on the Dundee Merchant Association events. Carla Hanson was my right-

hand helper for the home tour last fall.

These are but a few of the neighbors who are “dedicated to preserv-

ing the Community.”  Thank you for doing your jobs without prompting.  It

made my job so much easier!  AND thank you to all of the neighbors who in

some small way help make our neighborhood a better place to live and raise

families.

The Dundee Merchant’s Association has been very busy making

improvements to our Dundee Day celebration.  Circle August 23 on your cal-

endar.  The Pancake Man, a bigger parade, more children’s activities, crafts

and entertainment, affordable food, drinks and lively music are a few of the

many activities planned for the event.  Details for Dundee Day appear inside

this newsletter.  Look for posters and advertising in local venues.  Plan to

attend this fun event.

I have heard from several of you regarding graffiti in and around our

neighborhood.  It is a sad sight and a cause for concern.  I put in a phone call

to Bridget Fitzpatrick, our Community Resource Officer with the Omaha

Police Department, to ask the best plan of attack.  First, she said to report the

problem to the Mayor’s Hotline (444-5000) to get on the list for the graffiti

van.  If you think that the graffiti is gang-related, take a picture and send the

picture to OPD’s gang task force.  You then can cover the graffiti and when

the graffiti van gets to it, they will match the paint or get rid of the problem

correctly.  We do not want to have this in our neighborhood, so please be pro-

active if you see graffiti in our area.

In closing I would like to say that I have enjoyed my term as President

of the Dundee- Memorial Park Association.  There is no better place in Omaha

to live and with help of all of you, the neighborhood will only get better.

Thank you..  See you around the neighborhood!

Marty Myers

Join DMPA Today
Membership Form 
Inside Back Page

Dundee Day 
August 23rd....

Underwood Ave- 50-51st 

Stay Tuned for all

the details.

President’s  Message

No DMPA
Meetings

Until September

Have a Great Summer
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Perhaps you’re new to the neighborhood. Maybe we just haven’t had the 

opportunity to meet. Either way, we’d love to make your acquaintance. And if

you just so happen to be in the market for a new bank, we’d be pleased to

introduce you to our unique

brand of neighborhood 

banking. Served up with free

smiles and a free apple.

howdee

50th and Underwood dundeebanking.com

who wants some friendly 
neighborhood banking?



DMPA Page 4

Adopt-
Elmwood-Park/Stream 

The Adopt-Elmwood-Park/Stream group has been

actively helping to maintain and improve

Elmwood Park/Stream. In May, volunteers land-

scaped the garden beds in front of the Elmwood

Park pool house.  Perennials were donated by the

volunteers and the annuals were provided by the

City of Omaha. We still have many gatherings

planned for the rest of the season and we love to

see new faces in the park.  Join us in July and

August - meet in the grotto at 9am with a pair of

gloves and an appetite for fun! The scheduled

Adopt-Elmwood-Park/Stream dates are June 28,

July 12, August 2, August 16, and August 30.  For

information or to be added to the Adopt-Elmwood

email list, contact Trilety Wade at trilety@hot-

mail.com.  

To reserve barricades
for your block party, 

call B. J. Reed 556-5509. 

Complete Masonry RestorationComplete Masonry Restoration

�Brick Repair  �Mortar Matching
�No Smear Tuck-pointing  �Chimney Repair,

References 

Call John 680-3793
Over 30 Years Experience 



by Bill Kelly

Grant awards from the Peter Kiewit Foundation,

Mutual of Omaha and Mayor Fahey's Neighborhood

Improvement Grant program have enabled the Dundee

Memorial Park Association to complete the final year of

a three year project to refinish our old cast iron street-

lights.

As we reported in December of 2006, the goal of

the project has been to sandblast and paint the 200 of our

328 streetlights that were in the poorest condition. The

project was completed in May, 2008.

Over the past three years, McGill Restoration,

Inc. has sandblasted the poles, applied a primer coat, and

two coats of Old Library Green industrial grade enamel.

The work has been of extremely high quality.

As with most major projects in the Dundee

Memorial Park neighborhood, this one started with Dan

Rock. In the 1990's Dan began his 'light pole guardian'

program. The goal was to find a caretaker for each pole in

the neighborhood, who would take ownership of the pole

and attend to its maintenance.  The program had some

success and resulted in the painting of 20 - 30 poles.

However, it was clear that not enough was being done to

preserve the poles. In about 2004, Dan encouraged me to

get something more done and the project began in late

summer of 2005.

Throughout the project, B.J. Reed has been a

very valuable source of support and guidance. In the early

stages, B. J. set up and conducted meetings with City offi-

cials and OPPD to establish direction and has always

been there when decisions needed to be made.

However, the lion's share of the credit goes to

Tim McGill, Sr., President of McGill Restoration, and his

experienced and skilled people. In January of 2006, Tim

surveyed the poles and advised us just how the refinish-

ing work should be done. Work began in the fall of 2006

with Gale Adams serving as foreman of the crew of sand-

blasters and painters. Gale has been an enormous pleas-

ure to work with and has made it all seem easy.

The first year, cold weather was forecast to arrive

a little sooner than we expected. Painter Tim Regan put in

some long hours to finish before it got too cold to paint.

There were times that year when Tim saw the streetlights

come on before he finished his work for the day. Chris

Pignotti shared painting duties. Tim Trader, Kevin Floren,

and Gabrial Juarez were the sandblasters who removed

all traces of paint layers that had accumulated over one

hundred years. All of these gentlemen have combined to

give a fresh new look to the poles that have become the 

signature aspect of the neighborhood and we thank them

for their fine work.  I also want to thank Joanne Wilds,

McGill Restoration Office Manager, for her unfailing

good cheer and patience with me. I will really miss work-

ing with these people.

As mentioned above, McGill has refinished 200

of our 328 poles. Of the 128 that have not been done, 34

had been refinished by neighbors and are in very good

condition. Thirty nine of them are aluminum replicas that

have been installed to replace poles that have been

knocked down or damaged. Most likely, damaged poles

will be replaced with these from now on. That leaves 55

poles that have not been done in this project. Their

appearance could (and should) be improved by minor

scraping, wire brushing, and painting. My hope is that

someone will be willing to step forward to coordinate this

effort. I have good maps of the locations of poles that

could use painting. If anyone is interested in doing this,

please contact me at wjkelly@cox.net.

The overall cost of the three year project has been

$46,380. Grants from the City through Mayor Fahey and

his Neighborhood Improvement Grant program have

accounted for $19,000 of the total. The 2008 Peter Kiewit

Foundation award has contributed $6,000, and the 2008

Mutual of Omaha grant has added $5,000. The remainder

($16,380) has been paid using Dundee Memorial Park

Association funds. We are very grateful for the grants that

have made this project possible.

This has been a good project.  I'm happy to have

been a part of it.
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Grants Fund the Final Year of Streetlight Project

Pole at 5008 Webster Street before and after refinishing.



Quality Workmanship
Guaranteed
�

All Types of Roofing 
Applications 
�

Roof & Chimney Repairs

Roofing Contractors 
Quality Materials & Workmanship

La Hood
553-2924

Established � 1986

Construction
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Specializing in ....
> Additions
> Custom Kitchens/Baths
> Renovations & Restoration
> Remodeling 
> Outdoor Living Environments
For project consulting call 

677-WOOD (9663)
Mark A. Goodrich, owner
“Your Design/Build Firm” 

For a free Brochure, call 553-8393
20+ Years Experience 

Neighborhood References Available

TO ADVERTISE
CALL ELLEN SHURSON

551-6787

Please Tell Our advertisers
you saw their ad in this  Newsletter. 



E
verything in life should

be as reliable as your

plumbing.  When you

consider the complexity and

number of pieces and parts it

takes to create a system that delivers water for drinking,

washing, bathing, and sanitary needs and then wisks

away the waste water it’s a wonder plumbing problems

aren’t more frequent.  But alas, plumbing isn’t complete-

ly trouble-free. This month’s case-in-point comes from

Nancy:

Hi, I live in South Dundee and I have a rather
weird question to ask you. I have an old drain in the base-
ment that has that slope down to it.  When I do a lot of
wash (my washer & dryer are down there) the water will
come up into the laundry room once in a while if I don't
keep putting Draino into it.  It will come up about 3-4 feet
(close to the drain, not across the whole room or any-
thing).  It always goes down but it kind of drives me nuts. 

Is this a problem with the sewer and water lines
being together in this part of town? Is the drain too small
in the basement, or what?  If you can help me on this, I
would appreciate it

Based on the information you've given me, I

think your problem is caused by a partial blockage in the

sewer line.  It may be due to a buildup of grease if the

kitchen sink drains into the same line. Accumulating

fibers from washing clothes can glump up in the grease.

A clothes washer pumps out a high volume of water under

pressure and it doesn't take much of a blockage to cause

a back up.  A two-inch pipe is sufficient to handle the dis-

charge from a washer and I’m guessing your drain line is

at least that or larger.  

A clue that it's not the pipe size that's causing the

problem is that when you add Drano everything drains

properly for awhile.  Chemicals are not likely to be satis-

factory solution. I would recommend you get the line

snaked and flushed out by a plumber or "Roto-Rooter"

type of company.  The plumber should use a spade tip

(not just a small auger) to really clean out the inside of the

line. And because plumbing lines in our old neighbors are

susceptible to incursions of tree root, have the line

augered all the way to the street.

Then I would recommend flushing the line with a

1/2 gallon of bleach and several pans of boiling water.  I

don't recommend drain-cleaning chemicals because they

are very hard on plumbing--especially old pipes. 

Another culprit that can cause slow drains is a

blocked or partially blocked stack.  The stack is the pipe

(usually cast iron in old houses) that extends vertically

through your house and vents out of the roof.  The pur-

pose of the stack is to allow air to escape from the pipes

so they drain properly.  But after years of service the stack

can get clogged up, especially if you have large trees near

the house or perhaps some hapless critter crawled inside

the stack and died.

There are some other typical tell-tell signs of a

blocked or partially blocked stack: bubbling in the water

as your toilet bowl fills or floor drain traps that dry out.

(When the floor drain traps dry out, stinky sewer gas will

escape into your house.) To fix a blocked stack don’t use

chemicals.  I have heard of people using strong acid solu-

tions to clear a stack.  A very bad idea.  Acid can eat

through cast iron pipes.  The best solution is again auger-

ing.  This is not a job for amateurs especially if you are

standing on a steeply pitched roof of a three story house!

You might ask the plumber who augers out the drain

about checking the stack and if it needs to be cleaned out,

it may be cheaper to have it augered out at the same time

as the floor drain.

Connections

If you have a question, or a subject you’d like addressed

in a future column write to me at:

The Old House Mechanic

5207 Cuming Street

Omaha, NE 68127

e-mail: dbrowers@cox.net

For an online archive of previous articles go to:

http://www.dundee-memorialpark.org/  
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Doc on the Block 

Seek a merry routine of joyful summer activities

I’ve recently heard some parents discussing how their kids seem to be quarreling more, eating more “snack” or junk

food, and spending most of their time in front of a “screen”.  Here are some tips on establishing a balanced summer routine:

Schedule snack time between meals so that kids know when they can have something to eat. Make some fruits or

vegetables available if they’re “starving” in between. 

Try to limit your child’s screen time to about 2 hours a day. Talk to them about the limits. If you have other activi-

ties scheduled, they should be able to stick to them. 

Have a time for reading every day. After lunch may work as a good time for a quiet reading break. Weekly trips to

the library will help keep their interest in reading new books. 

Set aside some time for learning by working on some workbooks or doing independent research on topics the kids

are interested in such as cooking, bugs, or “how things work”. 

Talk to your children about some special activities they may want to do this summer. There are many camps avail-

able for children of all ages. These may include sports, music, museums, community centers, libraries, day camps, etc. It’s a

great time to try something new! 

Encourage regular physical activity, either structured or unstructured. Swim lessons, bike rides, playing catch, or hik-

ing through the zoo are all great activities. 

Plan some fun family time. Whether it’s a family vacation or just playing Frisbee in the park, summer is a special

season for families to be together. 

Above all, seek a balance of structured versus free time. Make sure to work with children in developing a schedule.

This will help them learn the value of planning and moderation. Hopefully these tips will help your family find their summer

“groove”.

Pat Specht M.D., Children’s Physicians Dundee
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WATER, WATER 
EVERYWHERE

T H E   O R T H O D O N T I C   G R O U P P.C.

TIMOTHY J. SHEEHAN, D.D.S., M.S.
PRACTICE LIMITED TO ORTHODONTICS

119 NORTH 51ST STREET, SUITE 400 OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68132  (402) 558-0035
www.theorthodonticgroup.com

Now Churning
Sorbetto: a naturally 

fat-free treat!” 

The flower baskets are hung on our light poles,
Dan Rock will be needing volunteers to do watering.  

Enjoy an evening's drive through our peaceful
neighborhood and greet neighbors while you and a
spouse or friend water a few flower baskets.  It is easy and
fulfilling work.  

Pitch in and make our neighborhood
baskets beautiful!  Call Dan Rock at 558-4913
to volunteer.

Or if you’re lucky enough to have a
basket in front of your house, give it
some extra water on hot or windy
days. You will be rewarded with
a spectacular floral display.

TO ADVERTISE
CALL 

551-6787

Liquor License Update

There has been good news and bad news on the

liquor license for 52nd & Leavenworth.

The bad news is that the Liquor Control

Commission decided in May to hold a re-consideration

hearing on its previous denial of the liquor license at

52nd & leavenworth.  This means DMPA and Aksarben-

Elmwood Park Neighborhood Association will have to go

back before the Liquor Control Commission on July 31st

and make our case again.  Currently, the Infinite store

cannot legally sell alcohol.  

The good news is the Liquor Control

Commission voted on June 24th to deny three other

liquor licenses for Infinite stores at 33rd & Cass, 30th &

Lake and Park Ave at Woolworth after neighborhoods

fought against these licenses.  This is a good sign that the

Liquor Control Commission will have set a precedent and

deny the request to reverse their previous decision to

reject the license for the 52nd & Leavenworth store.

Special thanks to Dan Rock who once again

donated his time and legal expertise to assist our fellow

neighborhood associations to the east in their hearing

before the commission in May.

Dave Schinzel
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Need to refresh your soul?

Looking for companions on your spiritual journey? 

Sunday Worship  8:45 & 11 am

Christian Education for all ages.   10:00 am

Luther Memorial Church

61st and Western

551-4488

Dundee Day Book Sale

Please save your used books for the annual sale

benefiting Sorensen Library. Your donations may

be brought to the Dundee Bank after August 10th.

Volunteers are needed at the book booth for two

hour shifts on August 23rd.

If you can help call Donna Rock at 551-7107 or

Kay Bashus, 553-5203.

Dundee Day 
August 23rd

Please Tell Our advertisers
you saw their ad in this  Newsletter. 

Plan on a day full of fun events for the whole family
The Pancake Man, a bigger parade, more children’s activities, crafts and entertainment, affordable food, drinks and

lively music are a few of the many activities planned for the event. Watch for a full schedule in next month’s newsletter.

� 7:30 am - 11am Have breakfast with the Pancake Man!

� 4 pm Dundee Bank Family Rock Concert: The Doo Dads  

Register now and be part of the glory!

Dundee Bank Street Olympics -- Afternoon (sign up at Dundee Bank) 

What: An annual friendly neighborhood competition during the Dundee Days Festivities. 

Who can enter: Kids ages 5 - 12 yrs

Dee Apple Bob

Dee Apple Two Man Race

Dee Apple Pie Eating Contest

When & Where: Outside of Dundee Bank, Sat. Aug. 23rd

Register today by calling Dundee Bank, 504.4000.

Entrants accepted the day of event. Free of charge. 

Winners will receive prizes and neighborhood fame.                    Event sponsored by Dundee Bank



Dundee-Memorial Park Association     Membership Form 
Name (s) ______________________________________

Address: _________________________________________   Zipcode ___________

Phone _______________________     E-mail: _____________________________

Multiple year membership discounts : Family  2 year - $20,  Senior 2 year -$10, Business  2 yr $30

Send form (Photo copy acceptable) and checks to

Eli McNichols 5017 1/2 Cass St,  Omaha, NE 68132 

(Please DO NOT send to p.o. box.) 

Advertising Rates: $8 for three lines plus $2 for each addi-

tional line. $14 for a three line ad run for two consecutive

months. 25 characters per line, count all spaces & punctuation.

Submissions will be edited to fit contracted space. Send check

to Shurson Publishing, P.O. Box 31485, 68131. 

Call 551-6787. 

Denny’s Handyman Service

Carpet Laying & Restretch

Painting & Home Repairs 

397-4223 Area References 

DUNDEE CLASSIFIED /WANT ADS 

Annual 

Membership

Dues: 

Family $12

Senior $6

Business $20

Multiple year dis-

counts available

____  I would like to learn about volunteer opportunities

MARY DUNBAR
Multi-Million Dollar Club

Residential Buyers & Sellers
Call 556-9388 or 498-8300

PLEASE CHECK YOUR
MAILING LABEL

Please renew before your membership lapses.
Multi-year memberships are available. 

VineyardPainters.com

Preparation Spells 

A Pro Painter

Dundee Resident 

References Available

402.208.9127

2008 DUNDEE DAY 

SATURDAY AUGUST 23rd
PARADE APPLICATION

Please help us have a happy, well-organized Dundee

Days Parade.  We plan to start the parade at 10:30

A.M. at the entrance to Memorial Park.  Participants

need to fill out this application and return it  to the

Dundee Dell as soon as possible along with your

check.  Each participant group must pay $10.00 with

checks  payable to Dundee Merchants Association.

Everyone is welcome!
Name of organization/contact person or individuals

marching:

___________________________________________

__________________________________________

Address:____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone: _______________________

Number of Individuals  Participating:__________

Mail to: Dundee Dell  Attn: Pat   553-9501

5007 Underwood Avenue Omaha, NE 68132

Michael Kozlik   Parade Captain

397 1200w        657 3400c

Help Wanted

scraping, painting, other odd

jobs.  Paid per hr/based on

exper. Min 17 yrs old.

Will train. 714-1016



The UPS Store
Beverly Hills Plaza

7914 W. Dodge Rd.    397-0100

Your Pack and Ship Experts

Plus : Packing & Moving Supplies, 

Mailbox, Fax and Freight Service 

Jack Kubat, Owner since 1991. Dundee resident.

SM

Shurson Publishing
P.O. Box 31485
Omaha, NE 68131

To avoid delay... Please send all membership renewals to address on membership form, on the other side of this

page.     Please. DO NOT send membership forms to P. O. Box 

PRST STD
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
Omaha, NE 
Permit 1638

“Our Other Listings”
1108 Dillon Dr-Potential-Estate-$150,000

671 N 57th Av-Memorial Park $600,000

5519 Howard, Elmwood Park - $315,000

6438 S. 120th Plaza- Oak Hills- $375,000

9528 Louis Dr- Westroads- $158,000

2044 N. 63rd -Benson-$85,000

5103 Cass-Federal Colonial-$500,000- Pending

“Let the Experience of  the  Ahlvers Group
help you with any of  your 

Real Estate Questions & Needs.”

The Ahlvers Group 
Jerry & Hedy Ahlvers 

402-677-3020
““ Working Together For You” 

Email: jha@realtor.com
Web:jerryhedyahlvers.cbshome.com

5519  Howard

Walk to School
Classic Arts & Craft design with covered front

porch. From the foyer you will see hardwood
floors & natural oak with columns.  Newer

kitchen & eating bar. 1/2 bath on the main and
newer deck off kitchen. 3rd level & 2 car garage
w/many updates including electrical, plumbing,

widows, furnace & roof.

Call or Email Jerry or Hedy
to Schedule a Private showing

Dundee 

$227,000


