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“Dedicated to Preserving the Community” 

www.dundee-memorialpark.org

Letter From the President
Peter Manhart    402-350-3890

DMPA  Meeting
Next meeting 

September 11th

Program:  Executive Director
Ruth Meints, Omaha
Conservatory of Music

Location and times:

Dundee Presbyterian Church
53rd & Underwood Ave 

7:00 pm Meeting
Bring a friend or two. 

Meetings are always held

the second Monday 

of the month.

Jan - May  and Sept - Nov. 

Happy Labor Day

The holiday weekend caps off a busy summer in the neigh-
borhood. Our bridge, though it took a little longer than expected (due

to a minor structural issue),
has been restored to its former
beauty complete with the new
AISC sign for the north pillar
commemorating ‘Most
Beautiful Bridge’ in 1969 as
well as noting the
‘Rededicated 2017’. The paint
color (surf green) came out
wonderful and for those that
grew up in the neighborhood
it is recognizable from your
youth. The 50th anniversary
ribbon cutting is tentatively
slated for September 21 and
we will have more details
around the time you receive
this newsletter. You won’t
want to miss it.

Memorial Park War Memorials Renovation 

Councilmember Pete Festersen has submitted an amend-
ment as part of the city budget process that would allocate
$100,000 in city funds to renovate the WWII colonnade (1948)
and the Korea-Vietnam statue (1976) in 2018 for the 70th anniver-
sary of President Truman's dedication. Total project is estimated at
$350,000 so the group will likely be seeking philanthropy and sup-
port from other governmental entities as well. Festersen mentioned
regarding the monuments, "It's our most prominent tribute to vet-
erans and its the focal point for the entire community on Memorial
Day, Veterans Day, Fourth of July and the Holidays.  

Continued on page 4
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It's important to maintain it in a fashion befitting our vet-
erans and for future generations.” US Navy veteran Fred
Tisdale with the American Legion Post #1(a group who
was involved when they were constructed) has started a
campaign to help raise funds within Post #1 and other
veteran groups will soon join in the effort. Festersen plans
to tap several groups throughout Douglas county as the
memorial was created for all of the men and women from
Douglas County who have served in the armed forces.
We will keep you updated as DMPA looks to take a very
supportive role in the renovation. 

The Island Brigade

Thank you to all those that helped with the
weeding/cleaning up of islands a few weeks ago. Ward
Peters, LONGtime Dundee resident and neighborhood
walking buddy/enthusiast, has for the past several years
organized volunteers to clean up the neighborhood
islands. The city does a fantastic job of mowing but falls
short in the necessary weeding. That’s were we pick up.
Volunteers like you, slowly straggle out of there homes on
an early Sunday morning with a small collection of their
favorite garden tools and start ridding the islands of all
the ugliness. After an hour or two the islands shine and
the group has put in their morning workout. Ward’s
motto is ‘Many hands make for quick work’. The day
after I was noticeably moving a little slower than normal
and thought to myself..this is what our ancestors did
before they invented ‘the gym’. Keep an eye on the
DMPA Facebook page for more opportunities to change
up your morning workout.

Speaking of the DMPA Facebook page… it was
designed in BJ Reed’s garage in early 2009 and is a won-
derful resource for all things DMPA. Seven years later in
2016 the membership surpassed the 1000 member mile-
stone and has in the last few months skyrocketed to over
1600 members. It’s amazing how involved the neighbors
get when you campaign to renovate a landmark bridge
and the city tries to remove a few school crosswalks and is
met with torches and pitchforks (figuratively).

DMPA Neighborhood Meetings to resume September 11,
7p. (2nd Monday of every month) at the Dundee
Presbyterian church basement (enter thru the east side
door). Ruth Meints, Executive Director of the Omaha
Conservatory of Music is presenting.

President’s Message
Continued from front page.
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DMPA Online  
www.dundee-memorialpark.org

Facebook : Dundee Memorial Park
Twitter: DundeeMemorial

To advertise call 402-714-1016
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Please Tell Our advertisers 
you saw their ad in this Newsletter. 
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September DMPA Meeting
Program:  Executive Director Ruth Meints, Omaha Conservatory of Music

Ruth Meints, Executive Director of the Omaha Conservatory of Music (OCM), that Omaha gem that now occu-
pies the beautiful former Temple Israel at 7023 Cass (that our neighborhoods actively worked to help save from the wreck-
ing ball several years ago), will join us with a lively presentation of what the OCM does, how it does it, and how important
it is for Omaha and our neighborhood.  As one of their board members, Norm Holly, puts it:  “If everyone on earth played
a musical instrument, there would be fewer wars, less hate, and the world would generally be a better place.”  

The OCM offers lessons for children and adults (currently close to 700 students), plus many music-based programs.
OCM attracts guest artists, facilitates ensemble experiences, musical workshops, performances, and provides collaborative
opportunities with arts organizations throughout the region.  Often I hear amazing artists performing at the Holland who
reference their days of participating with the Omaha community through master classes and other engagements, and even
invite young Omaha musicians to join them on stage to perform for the full house.  The presence of OCM in our city makes
a bold statement of how we value the arts and understand the importance of the humanities to a rich, full life.

OCM is a non-profit committed to building musical community through education and performance, all to enrich
the lives of those involved and the people they touch in all walks of life.  The organization is based on the belief that mak-
ing music is a life-long source of joy and inspiration for students, families – and I would add – community.

Please join us at our September meeting and learn more about this wonderful gem that helps Omaha shine!

--  Molly Romero

Dear Readers,
Several months ago, while I was still writing “letters

from the President,” I contacted long-time Dundee resident
and activist Lannie McNichols to ask her to share some mem-
ories of her time involved with neighborhood issues and proj-
ects.  A few days later, Eli, her daughter and DMPA board
member dropped off what I considered as sizable stash of aging
documents, all related to DMPA projects, some dating back to
the mid-70s.  I promptly gave a bunch of them a quick look
over, and then set them aside, allowing them to pester me with
the question of when would I deal with them, and how.

As the school year drew to a close, I happened to men-
tion the stash that kept pestering me to my friend, Dundee res-
ident, Louisa Foster.  She suggested that her daughter, Sorcha,
might be interested in taking on the sorting project during
summer break.  And so it was.  While I was sorting through
recent board documents and corporate book-type stuff, Sorcha
engaged with Dundee’s history, frequently emitting a “wow” or
a “Look at this!”  Clearly, most of the material was more than
three times Sorcha’s age, so it gave her a new perspective on
how things happened – or were prevented from happening – in
Dundee.

After three or four days of sorting and reading, Sorcha
was finished, leaving me with a tidy pile of file folders, proper-
ly organized and labeled.  I managed to fit them all into one
container, about nine inches deep, and let them sit, to once
again pester me with the question of “What now?”  Months
earlier, I had asked Dan Rock and others for ideas about a per-
manent home of Dundee’s archival documents and received
several worthy suggestions.  I was about to address the list of

possibles when Peter Manhart suggested the A. V. Sorenson
library.  Thinking that was as good a place as any to start, I
called, and was referred to librarian Martha Grenzeback at the
downtown branch.  When I explained the reason for my call,
she was so enthusiastic about wanting our treasure trove of his-
tory that I was taken aback.  What I thought would be a chal-
lenge to find a suitable permanent home for our historical doc-
uments was made so very easy!  I took them down to Martha
later that day, and she remained thrilled to receive them,
explaining that she was building archives for Omaha’s neigh-
borhoods, and said she had even made a presentation relevant
to archives at the May national meeting of Neighborhoods
USA that took place here in Omaha.

By this open letter, I am thanking Lannie, Eli, Dan,
Peter, and especially Louisa, Sorcha and Martha, as well as all
those who worked on the projects and created and saved the
documents that are now available to the public and any
researchers who might wonder about how the neighborhood
participated in the Elmwood golf course planning or what and
who was involved in the dramatic process of saving our iconic
street lamps from unwanted modernization.  Martha has indi-
cated that she is not only interested in old documents, but is
wanting to add to the archives documents of current interest
and importance – and she is now a subscriber to the DMPA
newsletter!  It is so good to know that our history can now
come out of our basements and be cared for in a proper place,
with access to all.

Molly Romero

402-502-2203

Neighborhood Association Archives
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DMPA

Meeting  

September   11th 

October 9th

November 13th

Tour de Garden Sept. 10 at the
Dundee Community Garden

The fifth annual Tour de Garden bicycle tour of
midtown gardens will be held on Sunday Sept. 10, 9-
noon. Stop by any time that morning at the Dundee
Community Garden, 4902 Underwood, to visit the gar-
den and see what’s growing!  We’ll have refreshments!

The ride can be done as a self-guided tour, (maps
available at participating gardens), or you can join the
group ride which starts at the Omaha Bicycle Co., 6015
Maple Street, at 9 a.m.  The tour visits seven different
midtown gardens, including the Benson Community
Garden, Farnam Farm, Dundee Community Garden,
City Sprouts, John Pollock’s Funky Urban Fruit Tree
Farm, Root Down Refugee Garden, and Gifford Park
Community Garden.  

Gifford Park Community Garden, 3416 Cass
Street, will also host a post-ride party with live music and
a garden salsa contest, noon to 2 p.m.

Whether you ride on your own, join the group
ride, or arrive at the gardens through another means
(including but not limited to walkers, runners, and auto-
mobiles), all are welcome to visit our thriving local mid-
town community gardens on Sept. 10!
www.facebook.com/events/101323177132748/

Also, whenever you’re in the neighborhood,
check out the fresh produce growing in the “Neighbor
Garden” area of the Dundee Community Garden, along
Underwood Ave.  This area is where we grow vegetables
and herbs to share with anyone walking by the garden, so
help yourself to a handful of tomatoes, green beans, pep-
pers, basil, Thai basil, or whatever else you see that you
can use in your own kitchen!



Dundee Residents Express Frustration
Over School Crossing Lights Removal 

On Tuesday, August 1st, the City of Omaha Public
Works Dept. turned off the pedestrian school crossing signals
at 51st & Farnam st. and 52nd & Chicago St.  Prior to this
happening, no notification or communication was provided
to DMPA, Dundee School and Brownell-Talbot School par-
ents or neighborhood residents who regularly use these cross-
walks.  The first anyone knew of this plan were the signs at
the turned off crosswalk lights stating they were to be
removed. Immediately, residents began flooding Public
Works and the Mayor’s Office with calls and emails in oppo-
sition.  On August 4th, Mayor Stothert ordered the lights be
turned back on and that they remain on for this school year.  

Councilmen Pete Festersen and Chris Jerram,
School Board Member Ben Perlman, State Senator Sara
Howard and OPS Superintendent Mark Evans expressed
their opposition to the removal of these crossing lights to the
Mayor.

On Wednesday, August 9th a special neighborhood
meeting was held at Dundee School with the Mayor and
Todd Pfitzer, head of traffic engineering for Public Works.
The standing room only crowd expressed the frustration and
anger that many people feel as to how this situation has been
handled and their desire for the safety of children walking to
school to take priority over traffic flow.  Mr. Pfitzer stated
these signals, which have been in existence since the 1950’s,
were dangerous despite there being no evidence of any pedes-
trian being injured at either crossing.  

Mr. Pfitzer also defended his belief that the cross-
ings did not have adequate numbers of people using them to
meet a federal requirement.  He also stated that public opin-
ion on these issues was not a concern of Public Works which
is why neighbors and parents were not notified or ever
involved in the process.  Many in attendance questioned the
usage and traffic numbers presented by Mr. Pfitizer.  Mayor
Stothert has said another study will be done to measure usage
of the crosswalks.

At several instances, the discussions between Mr.
Pfitzer and residents became heated.  Mr. Pfitzer said that no
School Safety Plan, including a School Route Plan Map, cre-
ated by school officials, police and traffic engineers had been
done and Public Works had no intention of doing one.
Several times, Mr. Pfitzer said he knew nothing about the
pedestrian tunnel under Dodge St. at 51st St. which is the
prime reason why the crossing light is located at 51st &
Farnam St.  He felt it was reasonable to have children walk-
ing to school use 50th St. or 52nd St. to cross Farnam St. and
Dodge St.

Mayor Stothert has promised a thorough independ-
ent study during the upcoming year and that parents and res-
idents will be kept informed.  She did express her regret at
how Public Works had handled the process up to this point
and promised to involve neighbors in the future.  DMPA is
committed to this issue and will continue to work for a posi-
tive resolution that protects the safety of children and pedes-
trians in our neighborhood.



A.V. Sorensen Library &  Recreation Center 
48th & Cass Streets

Library Info: 444-5274  ww.omahapubliclibrary.org
Tues & Thurs 10 am - 8 pm  Wed, Fri, Sat 10 am- 6 pm  Closed Sunday & Monday  

Recreation Center  info: 444-5596  www.parks.cityofomaha.org                                           
Mon & Tues  9:00 - 7:00 pm,Wed & Thurs 9:00-8:30 pm, Friday 9:00-5:00 pm,Sat 9:00-12:00 pm
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Midtown Neighborhood
Alliance History Tour

As a member of the Midtown Neighborhood
Alliance, Dundee-Memorial Park is participating in a
new neighborhood tour project.
As part of a grant, the Midtown
Neighborhood Alliance asked
member neighborhoods to pro-
vide a location of historic signif-
icance to be included in this pilot
project.  A small sign with a QR
code was provided for each loca-
tion.  By scanning the QR code,
you can learn more about the
specific history of that location.
All of the locations will be pro-
vided to the public as part of a
Historic Midtown tour.

The Dundee-Memorial
Park sign is located at the north
entrance to the Dodge St. Subway at 51st & Dodge St.
Click on the code to learn more about the Historic
Lincoln Highway that was the first transcontinental
highway from New York to San Francisco and ran
through Dundee.  Dodge St. was part of the Lincoln

Highway from 40th St. out to Elkhorn.

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 

Whenever Possible... 

Their Support Makes 

This Newsletter Possible. 
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(Please DO NOT send to p.o. box.) 

Advertising Rates: $8 for three lines plus $2 for each addi-
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Submissions will be edited to fit contracted space. Send check

to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Avenue, 68131. 

Email: ellenshurson@gmail.com or call 402- 714-1016.

Dundee Classified /Want Ads 

Annual 

Membership

Dues: 

Family $12

Senior $6

Business $20

Multiple year 

discounts available

____  I would like to learn about volunteer opportunities.

Please Check 
Your Mailing label

Please renew before your membership lapses.

Multi-year memberships are available. 

Yes, you may list my name in the newsletter as a   ____new member ____ renewal.

Newsletter Deadline
The 15th of the preceding month
for all advertising and article submissions.
(check for possible extension.)

Beer, Brats and Blessings

Nebraskans are celebrating 150 years of statehood
this year, but a Dundee-Memorial Park church is hosting a
neighborhood party to celebrate something much older.

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church at 61st Street
and Western Avenue is commemorating the 500th anniver-
sary of the start of the Protestant Reformation with a “Ref
Fest” under a big tent in the church parking lot. The event
is scheduled from 4 to 7 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 30.  (Football
fans note: The Huskers play the previous night at Illinois.)

There will be beer and bratwurst for adults, soft
drinks and hot dogs for youngsters, live music and games for
kids. There will even be (sweet) indulgences for sale. The
bratwurst and hotdog meals include potato salad, chips and
lemonade. Beer and soft drinks are extra. Tickets can be
purchased at the event for $6 (brats) or $5 (hot dog).
Commemorative “Ref Fest’’ beer cups will be available as
long as supplies last.

There’s a rumor that the original reformer himself,
Martin Luther — or a 21st century lookalike, will make an
appearance. Luther is the German monk whose posting of
95 theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg
against the sale of indulgences by the Roman Catholic
Church launched the Reformation movement in 1517.

A neighborhood Reformation Festival focused on
fun was brewed up over beers and desserts during a potluck
dinner by a few congregation members in March. It seemed
like too much of a good time not to open it to the commu-
nity. Bring your family, friends and neighbors.

The congregation is a member of the
Nebraska Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. Among the neighborhood events it hosts each
year are Night in Bethlehem, Easter Egg Hunt, Vacation
Bible School, fireworks-watching after the Memorial Park
4th of July concert and a child-friendly Halloween haunted
house.
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