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Adam Langdon
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We’ve had an overwhelming response to last month’s article

about Farnam Street traffic.  I received over 50 emails, texts, calls, and

posts online. 

I shared many of the highlights with

City Councilman Chris Jerram.  He is working

to get the City of Omaha’s Public Works

Department to investigate further.  I have no

doubt that Chris and our City leaders will take

our concerns seriously.  What do we want the

city to address? 1)Safety is a problem on

Farnam Street;  2)There is no need for the street

to be one way – ever;

Safety Some of the stories were pret-

ty scary – like Craig Moody’s call at 4:45pm in

August, on a Thursday after he and other neigh-

bors witnessed a school bus going the wrong

way on Farnam Street.  Or, another neighbor

who called to share that just after moving to

Dundee, he witnessed a deadly accident at 52nd and Farnam.  Children

getting to school also topped the list of concerns.  Farnam is a dangerous

street to navigate in the morning as traffic moving through the neighbor-

hood is often approaching 50 miles an hour.  What about bicycles and

walkers?   

Two Way 100% One lane of traffic enters Farnam on either end

– at Dodge Street and at Saddle Creek Road.  Why then do we need

Farnam Street to be two lanes, moving one way to accommodate traffic?

What’s the point?  Is the City trying to speed traffic up through Dundee?

Two of the state’s largest universities, UNO and UNMC are at either end

of this section of Farnam Street.  Out of town students, professors,

patients, and guests frequent this stretch of road – and need to go against

the traditional “commute”.  Do they know about “convertible” roadways?  

Our neighbors, who are taxpayers and residents of the City of

Omaha, are calling for some changes on Farnam Street. In order to show

the strength of our concern, we have built an informal petition.  The peti-

tion can be found online at:  https://www.change.org/p/city-of-omaha-

convert-farnam-street-to-2-way-24-7 We will link it on our facebook and

website pages too.  Other neighbors are securing hand written signatures.

Let me know if you want someone to stop by – or send me an email and

I’ll print it off.  

Letter From the President

DMPA  Meeting
Next DMPA Meeting 

September  14th

City Council Updates

Pete Festersen

Chris Jerram

Location and times:

Dundee Presbyterian Church
53rd & Underwood Ave 

7:00 Social 
7:30pm Meeting

Bring a friend or two. 

Meetings are always held

the second Monday 

of the month.

Jan - May  and Sept - Nov. 

Continued on page 4
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Advertisers Index 

The Ahlvers Group - CBS Home
Children’s Physicians Dundee
Cramer Kreski Designs 
Dundee Bank
Dundee Presbyterian Church
Kohll’s Pharmacy & Homecare
Seasonal Gardens
Summit Dental Health

Please thank these advertisers
and those who advertise 
in the Midtown Monitor

their support makes this newsletter possible. 

DMPA Business Members

The Architectural Offices, Berkshire Hathaway Home Services - Jude and Stan
Lessmann, CBSHOME Real Estate Agents-The Manharts, Cramer Kreski
Designs, Denim Saloon, Creighton Medical Associates- Dundee,  The Dentists
at Dundee, Dugger’s Cafe, Dundee Dell, Dundee Family Dental, Dundee
Florist, Dundee Gallery, Dundee Merchants Assoc,  Dundee Presbyterian
Church, Edward Jones, Nick Shannon, Goldbergs II,  G.K. Management Co,
LLC, Granwest LLC, T. Hurt Construction, Kris K9 Kleanup, League of
Women Voters, Lifegate Church, Marks Bistro, McMillan Antiques,
Montessori Learning Center of Dundee, Oldenhuis Contracting, Inc., Omaha
Organic Lawn Service, R G Paint and Decorating Inc.,  Subway - Saddle Creek,
Torpy  Tree Care, Terry Wilwerding, DDS, Transmissions Inc., Village Canvas
& Cabernet, Webster Designs Assoc. 

To join as a business member, send dues with the form on the inside back page.
Please send to Elizabeth McNichols, address below. 

The Dundee-Memorial Park Association Newsletter is published  monthly by

Shurson Publishing. Direct all advertising inquires to 402-714-1016. Send all
articles for submission and press releases to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Ave,
Omaha, NE 68131, e-mail to ellenshurson@gmail.com  to arrive by the 15th of
the month preceding publication. Content may be edited for clarity and space
considerations. No warranties of the products or services printed herein are
expressed or implied by either the DMPA or Shurson Publishing. 

Memberships please send the form on the inside back cover to:
Elizabeth McNichols, 5017 1/2 Cass St., Omaha, NE 68132. 
Questions call 402- 551-5246    or email:  elimci@cox.net



your neighborhood bank      more

You may know us as the friendly, neighborhood bank. But there’s more to the 

story than that. Here, you’ll find mortgage experts to help with all of your  

purchasing, refinancing, and home equity loan needs. You’ll find experienced  

financial advisors who can provide you with the custom planning and consultation 

you need to meet any dream. Plus, you’ll find insurance experts who know how 

to save you money on anything from home, auto, and life to business and health 

insurance. Best of all, you  

can find it right here. In your 

neighborhood. What more 

could you ask for? 50th and Underwood    dundeebanking.com

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER.

Securities offered through Securities America Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc.  

Dundee Bank dba Dundee Financial Services and the Securities America companies are unaffiliated.

NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. NOT BANK GUARANTEED. MAY LOSE VALUE.



Dundee Bike Rack Poems

You may have noticed the mini

poems posted on the bike racks

in the downtown area of Dundee.

The poems were written by stu-

dents from Dundee Elementary

School. The students were chal-

lenged to write short poems with

active living or healthy food as a

topic.  The results of their efforts

were posted on the bike racks

this spring.  Please take some

time to read all fifteen poems.

Thanks to Dundee Elementary

School principal, Kaye

Goetzinger and sixth grade

teacher, Julee Niemants, in coop-

eration with DMPA member

David Corbin for making this

project happen. The funding for

this project came from Live Well

Omaha Kids.

Walking Tour Updates

Elias Witte who is a senior at Westside High School this

coming year revamped our walking tour map for our web-

site.  He contacted our website board chair, Sara Nelson and

asked if he could take that on as a senior project.  It looks

great – now marked with more sites, information, and better

pictures.   Check it out on our website at www.dundee-

memorialpark.org/map

My “friend” Bill Stott talked me into running another ½

marathon this year, so, I’ll be out on the trails quite a bit

through September.  Heike’s treadmill isn’t working, so

she’s out there too.  Please say “hello”.  And keep your eyes

out for the Whistle Pig (Marmot) down near Happy Hollow

and California.  There’s a popular ski resort named after

him.  Guess which one?  Think Canada.  BC.  Near

Vancouver.    Happy trails!

For more on our neighborhood history, events, important

contacts, check out our website at www.dundee-memorial-

park.org.  For up to the minute action – “like” our facebook

page –www.facebook/Dundee Memorial Park

Neighborhood Association.
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President’s Message
Continued from front page.
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Dundee Community Garden 

Above: Pulling carrots and making a watering can at our

children's workshop

Right: A bucket load of carrots for donating!

Below:Native prairie wildflower workshop
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Good News for the Grounds of Sorensen Library & Recreation Center
Sorensen Recreation Center reopened in the spring after undergoing an extensive updating of the facility.  Mr. Brook

Bench, Parks and Recreation Director for the City of Omaha, has announced that in keeping with the renovation, the exte-
rior of the main entrance to the building will be landscaped.  The plan includes a stone path that will lead from the east park-
ing lot to the main entrance. The plan also includes a new patio area west of the front entrance.  Work should begin about
the middle of August.  The DMPA Library Committee will have more specific information later about how members can
help be good caretakers of this property after the work is completed.  The Committee hopes to help maintain the property
with some regular clean up days.  Watch for the new look soon and information about how you can help!

Dundee Community Garden  

Above: Children at a children's workshop

Right: Releasing 4500 ladybugs during a children's

workshop

Below: Donating 52 pounds of produce on a Saturday

morning



Now it’s time to play Jeopardy, as

in “Is your old house in jeopardy

or is just the natural old house

aging process?”  That’s what Todd

White, a Dundee resident, wanted

to know in a recent letter.  He

wrote:

Here is my question, which has two parts.
I have owned my home near 51st & Burt Street for

a little over two years.  During that time it seems to me that
the house has subsided along an east west mid-house line, or
even sagged inwards towards the middle of the house.  This
may be my imagination, or it may be the result of living here
for two years. I am aware from being in my neighbors’ hous-
es that this is not a problem unique to my house; still it con-
cerns me.  I have had the estimator out from Thrasher base-
ments and he says the foundation is in great shape.  He
thinks there may some compression on the main support
beams under the first floor, and he also says that subsidence
in these houses has resulted from the prolonged drought in
Nebraska.

In any event, I would appreciate your comments,
but I would also appreciate either a specific recommenda-
tion for someone to come inspect the house, or a general
recommendation as to the firm or individual who would
have expertise in this area.

I am a member of the association, and read your
column in the newsletter regularly.  Thank you for this serv-
ice.

As Todd has discovered a sagging floor is a com-

mon problem with an old house. Does floor sag need to be

repaired? Well that depends on two things: Your personal

temperament and whether or not the structural integrity of

your house is threatened.   

Just like people who are a little bent over, sagging

can be the natural result of old age or it can be caused by

some sort of trauma. The kinds of trauma that a house can

suffer are ill-advised removal of support structures, floor

joists that have been hacked up, or rot and deterioration.   

Is there evidence that floor posts or load bearing

walls have been removed?  Typically, old house basements

are divided into several small rooms.  Perhaps some well-

meaning, but misguided previous owner tore out walls or

removed floor posts in an attempt to "open up the space".  So

you'll have to do a little detective work. Look for beams or

joists with unpainted sections where a post formerly stood.

Or look for the outline on the floor where a missing wall

might have been.  If the basement ceiling is open, look for

botched repairs or add-ons.  For example, I have seen joists

deeply notched by plumbers to add a new run of pipe.  This

is a poor practice that can lead to cracked joists and cause

floor sag.  Plumbing leaks and termite infestation can be

traumatic, too, causing a decline of supporting members. I

would classify all of these as serious problems that can jeop-

ardize your home. Cracked or rotted joists need to be

repaired or replaced.  Support posts need to be replaced.

And if a whole load bearing wall has been removed then you

may need a wood or steel beam and support posts to prevent

further degradation of the house's "bones".  (By the way,

generally speaking, load bearing walls are the exterior walls

and any wall that is perpendicular to the direction of the

floor joists.  Walls that run parallel to the floor joists are not

load bearing walls in most cases.)

Absent any evidence of serious injury to the struc-

ture of your house, then the floor sag is the result of old age.

Wood fibers, over time, naturally compress and bend--espe-

cially long joists--but even hefty support posts can distort

under the task of holding up a big old house for decades.

This is the situation where personal temperament plays a

role.  That is, can you live with a little sag?  Some old house

owners just chalk this up to "character" and leave well

enough alone.   

It is possible, though, to "jack" the floor to correct

sag.  I don't recommend this for the do-it-yourselfer, because

the process is tricky and you can cause more damage than

what you are trying to correct.  Here's what's involved:

Jacking requires setting a series of steel lally columns or

hydraulic jacks under the floor and using heavy beams,

called cribbing, under the joists. Because the weight of an

old house is enormous, even a 4 inch thick concrete floor

can't stand up to the pressure, so pads of concrete 24 inches

square and 12 inches thick have to be poured to sit under

each lally column or jack. A level and taut string is stretched

under the joists and measurements taken in several places to

determine how much the floor has to be lifted.  Because it's

not likely the basement floor is exactly level, measuring

from the floor won't produce accurate measurements.

Separate measurements need to be taken by running the

string in several directions to know exactly how much the

floor needs to be pushed at various points to restore it to

level.  Then the screws on the columns are turned very slow-

ly.  And I mean very slowly, about a quarter of a turn per

week.  But even at that slow of a pace, you risk cracking

plaster and distorting window and door frames. Once the

floor is level, permanent posts must be added to support the

new position of the floor.  So, you can see this is a job best

left to professionals.   And, I am sorry to say, it also involves

those two words old house owners hate the most: difficult

and expensive.

So where to start on project like this?  I would start

by paying a structural engineer to evaluate your situation. A

quick "Google" search produced a list of more than 20 struc-

tural engineering companies in Omaha.  While I am sure

many of them only work on big construction projects, I

would think with a few phone calls someone in this field

could point you in the direction of a competent, reliable

engineer who will offer residential consulting. A home

inspection company should also be able to offer advice.

After the evaluation your engineer or home inspector should

be able to refer you to a knowledgeable contractor to imple-

ment their advice.
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DMPA Online  
www.dundee-memorialpark.org

Facebook : Dundee Memorial Park
Twitter: DundeeMemorial

To advertise call 402-714-1016



A.V. Sorensen Library &  Recreation Center 
48th & Cass Streets

Library Info: 444-5274  ww.omahapubliclibrary.org
Tues & Thurs 10 am - 8 pm  Wed, Fri, Sat 10 am- 6 pm  Closed Sunday & Monday  

Recreation Center  info: 444-5596  www.cityofomaha.org/parks
Saturday 8:30 am - 12 pm Mon - Thurs  8:30 am - 8:30 pm   Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

DMPA Page 10

A.V. Sorensen  now has daily fitness classes.  Beginning September 1  a variety of classes will
be offered to suit all fitness levels.  Participants can enjoy yoga, Pilates, ballet barre, active
older adult, cardio dance and boot camp classes.  Every participant is invited to try two classes
for free and additional info is posted and available at A.V. Sorensen.  They have partnered
with Fit In the City, a provider of community wellness programs.  
For more information contact renee@fitinthecity.com. 

Fitness Classes At Sorensen



Dundee-Memorial Park Association    Membership Form 

Name (s) ______________________________________

Address: _________________________________________   Zipcode ___________

Phone _______________________     E-mail: _____________________________

Multiple year membership discounts : Family  2 year - $20,  Senior 2 year -$10, Business  2 yr $30

Send form (Photo copy acceptable) and checks made out to DMPA to

Eli McNichols 5017 1/2 Cass St,  Omaha, NE 68132 

(Please DO NOT send to p.o. box.) 

Advertising Rates: $8 for three lines plus $2 for each addi-

tional line. $14 for a three line ad run for two consecutive

months. 25 characters per line, count all spaces & punctuation.

Submissions will be edited to fit contracted space. Send check

to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Avenue, 68131. 

Email: ellenshurson@gmail.com or call 402- 551-6787. 

Dundee Classified /Want Ads 

Annual 

Membership

Dues: 

Family $12

Senior $6

Business $20

Multiple year 

discounts available

____  I would like to learn about volunteer opportunities.

Please Check 
Your Mailing label

Please renew before your membership lapses.

Multi-year memberships are available. 

Yes, you may list my name in the newsletter as a   ____new member ____ renewal.

Reserve this spot 

for next month

For pennies per household.

Call  402-551-6787

Votes
Wanted

www.lightthebridge.org
Addressing Hunger

100% Nonprofit

lFor: 2,681

lAgainst: 90
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Newsletter Deadline
The 15th of the preceding month
for all advertising and article submissions.
(check for possible extension.)



Shurson Publishing
131 N. 31 Avenue
Omaha, NE 68131

To avoid delay... Please send all membership renewals to address on membership form, on the other side of this page.

Please. DO NOT send membership forms to the address above.
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Omaha, NE 
Permit 1638

If you were advertising here.... 
you could be getting calls right now!

To advertise call 402-714-1016

Hundreds of fabulous photos & historical facts
$47 hardcover collector’s edition

Available at Dundee Bank
50th & Underwood, 

or by mail order from Shurson Publishing, 
email: ellenshurson@gmail.com 

Or call 402-714-1016.

Dundee Neb., 
A Pictorial History


