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April showers?  

Let’s hope for a little rain.  As of the middle of March, we are

reported at about 60% of normal or average precipitation for the year.

What made it seem somewhat moist around here was all the snow that

hung around until just before our official first day of Spring – on the 20th

of March.  We need some more moisture.  Bill Randby, help us out!

In the meantime, let’s enjoy Spring.  Looking to take a walk on a

warm afternoon?  Stop by the Dundee Garden to find out what’s being

planted this year.  It’s been a pleasure to watch the garden “grow” up – and

become quite a mainstay of our neighborhood.  Not only giving apartment

dwellers a place to garden, but also giving back – through donated produce

and education on horticulture topics.  This is one spot where you can real-

ly see April showers bring May flowers! Thanks DCG President Mary

Green, VP and Secretary Eric Williams, and Treasurer Murphy Larson -

and to all the DCG gardeners for your contributions.  

Concerned about the rain?  At our March monthly neighborhood

meeting, stucco and plaster expert Dick Grace recommended caulking

your home immediately.  As Dick said, “when the birds fly north, seal it

up.”  Mr. Grace was referring to the idea that April has traditionally been

a very wet month.  His advice was to get some good clear silicone sealant

or calk and look for any cracks or gaps on your house.  Specifically, focus

around the windows or doors.  Water getting behind the siding or stucco

can really cause big problems.    

Old House Services Directory

As neighbors are thinking about doing some spring cleaning or

repairs to their house, we’ve had more and more questions about recom-

mended contractors. As a reminder, the Old House Services Directory -

recommended contractors is on our website:  http://www.dundee-memori-

alpark.org/useful-links. Look under “Contact” – near the bottom for the

“useful links” connection.  

I counted – there’s over 100 recommended persons on the list.

Electricians, plumbers, carpentry, gutters, kitchens, landscaping, masonry,

plaster, drywall, windows, painting, tile, roofing, chimney’s, and general

handymen - whatever your needs, there’s someone for sure named.  The

list can be printed – if you want to churn out 10 pages.  Of course, you can

share it with friends and family – even if they don’t live in Dundee or

Memorial Park.  Be sure to charge them a fee for usage. 

Letter From the President

DMPA  Meeting
Next DMPA Meeting 

April 13th

Kathe Oleson

Summer Works Omaha

Summer Youth Employment

Academy

Location and times:

Dundee Presbyterian Church
53rd & Underwood Ave 

7:00 Social 
7:30pm Meeting

Bring a friend or two. 

Meetings are always held

the second Monday 

of the month.

Jan - May  and Sept - Nov. 

Continued on page 4
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Memberships please send the form on the inside back cover to:
Elizabeth McNichols, 5017 1/2 Cass St., Omaha, NE 68132. 

Questions call 402- 551-5246    or email:  elimci@cox.net



your neighborhood bank      more

You may know us as the friendly, neighborhood bank. But there’s more to the 

story than that. Here, you’ll find mortgage experts to help with all of your  

purchasing, refinancing, and home equity loan needs. You’ll find experienced  

financial advisors who can provide you with the custom planning and consultation 

you need to meet any dream. Plus, you’ll find insurance experts who know how 

to save you money on anything from home, auto, and life to business and health 

insurance. Best of all, you  

can find it right here. In your 

neighborhood. What more 

could you ask for? 50th and Underwood    dundeebanking.com

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER.

Securities offered through Securities America Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc.  

Dundee Bank dba Dundee Financial Services and the Securities America companies are unaffiliated.

NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. NOT BANK GUARANTEED. MAY LOSE VALUE.



The best part is that the person who recommended

the worker also is listed with a contact phone number.  You

can call and talk to one of our neighbors about the work

done and the quality of that work.  The call is encouraged.

Don’t be shy – try it out!  

If you want to recommend a contractor, please send

an email to us through the contact link on our website – or

generally to: dundeememorialparkinfo@gmail.com Our

board member, Sara Nelson, is a rock star on the internet and

all things related to our website.  I don’t know where she

learned it (Dave Nelson? Secret Penguin?) – but anyhow,

she’s got us tracking recommended contractors.  Thanks

Sara.  Thanks Bill Kelly.  Thanks Don Browers (The Old

House Mechanic).  

In addition, our facebook page has been used for the

same purpose – to recommend or find a contractor.  We

encourage the use of both of these tools.  Whatever works

for you.  You might use both tools to seek some feedback on

your planned work.  

Our Facebook page has also found lost dogs – and

quick.  So, if that’s ever a problem – try it out!  The year,

Spring Clean-up will be on Saturday, April 25.   The location

at press time was still not determined. Brownell Talbot is

having many alumni events that day so we can not used their

lot. Check the website for all the info.          

As a new benefit for our neighborhood this year, we

went in on a chipper with the Joslyn Castle Neighborhood

Association.  They will have our chipper at the Duchesne

Academy parking lot (37th and California) on April 25 to

mulch/munch small branches and cuttings. Remember,

spring clean-up runs from 9am – 2pm.  Send Wiff an email

if you have any questions:  wiff@cox.net  or 402-551-7686.

Raquel Ahlvers has locked in our Garage Sale

weekend dates – May 15-17.  You can fill out a form online

at www.dundee-memorialpark.org to request participation in

the neighborhood event.  Remember, this weekend is when

our neighborhood gets a little crazy – with more non-local

traffic than usual.  Lock up your pets!  If you need to reach

Raquel, her email is as follows:  Raquel.ahlvers@cox.net  

As the weather’s been warming, Heike is taking

some nice walks over to the Sorenson Branch for books.  I

hope to join her and as we pass through, we’ll see you

around the neighborhood.  Be sure to say “hello”!

For more on our neighborhood history, events,

important contacts, check out our website at www.dundee-

memorialpark.org.  For up to the minute action – “like” our

facebook page–www.facebook/Dundee Memorial Park

Neighborhood Association.
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President’s Message
Continued from front page.

Be a good neighbor... 
Please Clean up after your dog!!!

DMPA Meetings 
April 13th 

May 11th

Location To be Announced 
It will not be Brownell Talbot

Date: Saturday, April 25, 2015

Time: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Certain items cannot be accepted at our site but

are available at other sites on the same day. There will be

vouchers for tires and large tree branches so you can take

them to the appropriate site.

Any batteries, paints, liquids, oils, pesticides or

other hazardous materials cannot be accepted at the site

but these items can be disposed of at Under The Sink

Special Waste Facility (402-444-sink).  

Please call the Spring Clean up Hotline at 402-

444-4636.  http://wasteline.org/cleanup

Similar to years past, donations will be collected

to benefit the A.V. Sorenson Library.  So bring some $$.

To volunteer to help unload vehicles on April

25th email Send Wiff an email if you have any questions:

wiff@cox.net  or 402-551-7686.

Spring Clean Up Day 2015
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Over sixty-five Dundee-Memorial Park neighbors and friends
came together in March to plant the 480 flower baskets that the neighbor-
hood will be hanging from the iconic Dundee streetlights in May.  Many
hands make light work, and the hours flew by as neighbors chatting with
old friends and made new ones while inserting begonia plugs into the moss
basket linings.  Using drywall saws makes the process much faster than in
the past, when screwdrivers were used—and under the watchful eye of
Indian Creek Nursery staff, neighbors learned how to make top-grade bas-
kets.

Thanks to our Dundee businesses who supplied us with plenty of
nourishment during the work days: home-made pasta from Avoli, dessert
bars from Dugger’s, deli sandwiches, kale-slaw and coleslaw from Dundee
Dell, a sheet cake donated by Amsterdam Falafel, and plenty of beverages donated by AB’s 66.  Please thank these busi-
nesses next time you patronize them!

There are many more pictures of the event on Facebook at facebook.com/Dundee Memorial Park Neighborhood
Association. 

And a big thank you to these neighbors:
Gloria Austerberry, Victoria Baker and granddaughter Tatum, Jack Bartek, Jo Bartikoski, Scott Boulas, Jim Coyle, Patty Coyle,
Linda Daly, Wiff Farrell, Celeste Felix, Win Finegan, Joyce Fitch, Peg Gibbs, Bonnie Graverholt, Chuck Haller, Mark Hare,
Cheryl Hazel, Adris Higgins, Lisa Hobday, Janet Hoffman, Joe Holm, Lori Huebert, Cindy Humphreys, Paula Javadzadeh,
Shelley Julin, Gloria Kannas, Ruth Keene, Bill Kelly, Nancy Kelly, Marie Kubat, Adam Langdon, Heike Langdon, Gordon Lee,
Lucy Lewis, Lannie McNichols, Millie Miller, Mary Misto, Nancy Mulhall, Melissa Rice, Martin Richards, Dan Rock, Molly
Romero, Alan Rouch, Jane Rumbaugh, Colleen Sariscsany, Sue Scheller, Patty Sherman, Christopher Stara, Patricia Stutzman,
Frannie Teply, Wally Thoreson, Cindy Turbes, Buff Walch, Dick Walch, Cassandra Waltrip, Sue Weidner, Bob Welk, Judith
Welk, Margaret Wilmeth, Mary Kay Wolf, Michaela Wolf, Mike Wolf, and Mary Sue Wydeven.

Mary Green, Flower Basket Chair

Flower Basket Planting a Big Success

Dundee
4825 Dodge St.

Jamie A. Drake, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Jillyn A. Kratochvil, M.D., F.A.A.P.

Erin A. Loucks, M.D., F.A.A.P., I.B.C.L.C., R.L.C.
Michael J. Moore, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Patrick J. Specht, M.D., F.A.A.P.

955-7676
M-F 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-noon

Ask about our extended hours.
Access us online via Children’s Connect.

ChildrensPhysiciansOmaha.org



Subway Project Continues to Move Forward

Progress continues on the renovation of the Dodge Street

Subway.  During January and February, Dundee School students partici-

pated in an after-school enrichment class under the direction of UNO art

education students.  The students worked on creating a design for the

mural that will go inside the tunnel.  The UNO students will now com-

pile the work done by the Dundee students to create a final mural that

will be installed in September.

Fundraising continues to go very well.  There is still time to

donate to the project either online at www.dundee-memorialpark.org or

by making a check payable to DMPA that can be mailed to:  Dave

Schinzel, 319 South 50th Avenue, Omaha, NE  68132.  All donations of

$250 or more will be recognized on a donor plaque to be placed at the

subway.  DMPA was recently awarded a $750 grant from the Midtown

Neighborhood Alliance for the new entrance signs.

Below is an updated list of donors.  If you notice any error or

misspelling, please email the corrections to drschinzel@hotmail.com.

Thank you for your generous support of your neighborhood!

Business / Organization Donors
The Sherwood Foundation City of Omaha-Public Works Dept.

Leo A. Daly Co. Mama’s Pizza

Dundee Bank Jeff Rensch Group

Cramer Kreski Design Central Body Co.

Summit Dental Health T. Hurt Construction

Security National Bank Midtown Neighborhood Alliance

Mark’s Dundee School PTO

Individual Donors

Jared and Jocelyn Smith Peter and Jen Manhart Family Heather Gunn

Steven and Annette Huff Connie Spellman Annamarie Saccoman

Julie Stavneak William and Cynthia Humphreys Shirley Brody

Keith Johnson and Margaret Wheelock Chad and Allison Vokoun Family Marj Plumb and Tracy Weitz

Holly Beals William and Mary Jo Weiss Sue Schinzel

Michael Aspen Michael and Suzanne Macaulay AnnMarie Anthony

Stephen Osberg Anna Cramer Lee and Liz McColgan

Maria and Lynn Knudtson Ward Peters, Jean Ann Ballinger & Dolan Peters  Sigrid Festersen

H. Don Osborne Family Peggy and Stafford Pelish The Steiner Family

Larry and Lannie McNichols Wiff and Jane Farrell Jim and Julie Anderson

Adam and Heike Langdon Jack and Marie Kubat Jerry and Mary Mahoney

Andrew Peters Gene and Janet Hansen Cate Kratville-Wrinn

Stephen Bloodworth Louis Pachman Jean Herman-Fehr

Molli Surdell William Hunter Bill and Donna Bradbury

Nancy Crosby Kelly

Neighbors on 100 Block of S. 51st St.

Gerald and Deborah Friedrichsen Della Henriksen Joseph and Kristen Gelber

Anna Sitzman Patricia and James Coyle Larry and Ann Etienne

James Vokal Michael and Denise Larson Alan and Sandra Thelen

Kirk and Rose Meisinger Harvey and Susanna Siy Anonymous
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Do you have some round-to-its?

You know, those little repair proj-

ects that you are going to get

“around to it” some day.  These

are not the projects that are so big

that you absolutely have to deal

with them RIGHT NOW!  These

are the small little projects that are the minor annoyances of

old house living.  I don’t know about you, but I carry a pretty

sizable list of those “round-to-it” projects in my head.   

This month we’ll take a look at a couple of repair

questions posed by readers of this column.  They sound like

“round-to-it” projects to me. Maybe these same projects are

on your list.

Hi, I live in Dundee South.  I have a rather weird

question to ask you.  I have an old drain in the basement that

has that slope down to it.  When I do a lot of wash (my wash-

er & dryer are down there) the water will come up into the

laundry room once in a while if I don't keep putting Drano

into it.  It will come up about 3-4 feet (close to the drain, not

across the whole room or anything).  It always goes down but

it kind of drives me nuts.  

Is that a problem with the sewer and water lines

being together in this part of town, is the drain too small in the

basement, or what?  If you can help me on this I would appre-

ciate it.        Thanks so much--

Nancy Dunham

Hi, Nancy....

Based on the information you've given me, I think

your problem is caused by a partial blockage in the sewer line.

It may be due to a buildup of grease (if the kitchen sink drains

into the same line) and fibers from washing clothes.  A clear

two-inch pipe is sufficient to handle the discharge from a

washer and I'm guessing your drain line is at least that or larg-

er.  But a clothes washer pumps out a high volume of water

under pressure and it doesn't take much of a blockage to cause

a back up.  

A clue that it's not the pipe size that's causing the

problem is that when you add Drano everything drains prop-

erly (for awhile anyway).  Chemicals are not likely to be sat-

isfactory permanent solution.  I would recommend you get the

line snaked and flushed out by a plumber or "Roto-Rooter"

type of company.  The plumber should use a spade tip (not

just a small auger) to really clean out the inside of the line.

Then I would recommend flushing the line with a 1/2 gallon

of bleach and several pans of boiling water.  I don't recom-

mend harsh drain cleaning chemicals because they are very

hard on plumbing--especially old pipes. 

Another culprit of slow drains is a blocked or par-

tially blocked stack.  The stack is the pipe (usually cast iron in

old houses) that extends vertically through your house and

vents out of the roof.  The purpose of the stack is to allow

gases to escape and promote proper drainage by drawing in

air.  But after years of service the stack can get clogged up,

especially if you have large trees near the house.  You might

ask the plumber who augers out the drain about checking the

stack and if it needs to be cleaned out, it may be cheaper to

have it augered out at the same time as the floor drain.

I hope this helps.  Good luck. 

This question was left on my voicemail:  “How do I

remove smoke stains from the brick surrounding the exterior

of my fireplace?

The best way to restore smoke-stained masonry is

with a series escalating attacks rather than an all-out assault.

What I mean is--try the gentlest solution and if that’s not suc-

cessful, work your way up with harsher measures.

For the first attempt try using a gum eraser.  Often

you can just erase away light smoke stains.

For moderate stains that won’t yield to the eraser try

scrubbing with a TSP (Trisodium Phosphate) solution.  Mix 8

ounces of TSP in a gallon of hot water and then scrub the fire-

place with a Tampeco brush.  (This is natural bristle brush

used in masonry work and is available in most hardware and

home improvement stores.)  Protect your floor and walls with

plastic sheeting, but more importantly protect your eyes with

safety goggles and your hands with heavy rubber gloves.

After scrubbing, rinse thoroughly with clear water.

If you still haven’t vanquished the stains, the last resort is an

acid wash.  For this step you really want to be careful to pro-

tect your eyes and skin.  Goggles, chemical resistant rubber

gloves and long sleeves are musts.  Also make sure you have

lots of ventilation.  Use a fan to pull away the vapor from the

acid solution.  I would also recommend a mask to protect your

nose and lungs.  

Add 12 ounces of muratic acid to a gallon of warm

water in a plastic pail.  Do your mixing outside the house.

Remember to add the acid to the water not the other way

around.  If you add water to acid the heat of the acid will

cause the first drops of water to “belch” which may blow the

acid out of the container and on you!  Also never mix TSP and

muratic acid.  This will cause a violent chemical reaction. So

if you are following up a TSP cleaning with an acid treatment,

make sure you have thoroughly rinsed the surface.  

Start washing the surface with your acid mixture

from the bottom to the top with the Tampeco brush.  After you

are done scrubbing thoroughly rinse with clear water.  After

your masonry surfaces have dried for a couple of days you

may want to seal the surface with a clear masonry sealer.  It

will make the next cleaning job a little easier. 

Okay, I gotta go now.  I think it’s time I reduced my

“round-to-it” list by at least one project.Connections

For an online archive of previous articles go to:

http://www.dundee-memorialpark.org/
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A.V. Sorensen Library &  Recreation Center 
48th & Cass Streets

Library Info: 444-5274  ww.omahapubliclibrary.org
Tues & Thurs 10 am - 8 pm  Wed, Fri, Sat 10 am- 6 pm  Closed Sunday & Monday  

Recreation Center  info: 444-5596  www.cityofomaha.org/parks
Saturday 8:30 am - 12 pm Mon - Thurs  8:30 am - 8:30 pm   Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
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Dundee-Memorial Park Association    Membership Form 

Name (s) ______________________________________

Address: _________________________________________   Zipcode ___________

Phone _______________________     E-mail: _____________________________

Multiple year membership discounts : Family  2 year - $20,  Senior 2 year -$10, Business  2 yr $30

Send form (Photo copy acceptable) and checks made out to DMPA to

Eli McNichols 5017 1/2 Cass St,  Omaha, NE 68132 

(Please DO NOT send to p.o. box.) 

Advertising Rates: $8 for three lines plus $2 for each addi-

tional line. $14 for a three line ad run for two consecutive

months. 25 characters per line, count all spaces & punctuation.

Submissions will be edited to fit contracted space. Send check

to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Avenue, 68131. 

Email: ellenshurson@gmail.com or call 402- 551-6787. 

Dundee Classified /Want Ads 

Annual 

Membership

Dues: 

Family $12

Senior $6

Business $20

Multiple year 

discounts available

____  I would like to learn about volunteer opportunities.

Yes, you may list my name in the newsletter as a   ____new member ____ renewal.

Reserve this spot 

for next month

For pennies per household.

Call  402-551-6787

Votes
Wanted

www.lightthebridge.org
Addressing Hunger

lFor: 2,423

lAgainst: 68

Please Water New Trees
Over the past 7 years, over 160 new trees have been planted in Dundee-Memorial Park as part of Re-Tree

Midtown at no cost to property owners.  The weather is now warming up and it is critical that these young trees
get good waterings as the very cold winter was once again extremely dry leaving little moisture in the soil.  The
first five years are critical to the survival of new trees. 

If you received one of these plantings, PLEASE BE SURE TO GIVE THEM PLENTY OF WATER. 
Once again, DMPA will be participating in Re-Tree Midtown.  The planting area this fall will be 55th

Street to Happy Hollow Blvd between Howard Street and Leavenworth Street.  Of course, this is contingent on
grant funding coming through.
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If you were advertising here.... 
you could be getting calls right now!

To advertise call 402-714-1016

Hundreds of fabulous photos & historical facts
$47 hardcover collector’s edition

Available at Dundee Bank
50th & Underwood, 

or by mail order from Shurson Publishing, 
email: ellenshurson@gmail.com 

Or call 402-714-1016.

Dundee Neb., 
A Pictorial History


